o adge

L LT B Y

“rdu 7'6“‘”?“‘“ ARaangretee e
' 3 3y b aee o

el Farmers dzverszfy

Nearly 50fannm's in the .
“recaived fundm totaling

== $225,000 frem: Western
: Norﬁ\‘CamlmaAgnmIt\m
- »ai Ophbm; to'demonstrate

ways toenhanoe farm busi-

- inésses. The $8,000,$6,000

: and :$9,000 awards -wall.
8 help farm operations stay -
1 mablemthe rapxdly chang-

: ,_',3_"'fmg emnomy
5, “It is wexcttmg to.8¢ee the
 lide variety of innova:
T twe idesis that have been: -
i lawarﬂed‘ to farmers in’

. farm employment because

A mOuntmn regxon mently of their WNC AgOptmns-

mecta.'lheyalsodemon
strate successful operations

to-other favmers in the re-
g:onwhoamaeardnngfor-

a venture to sustain thejx
family at the level ‘that

.tobaceo fatmmg once did.
Some swardees are Teviv-

-ing farms theat have re: .
. mmnedfanbwomeglweed 1
' Blueberry Pateh. will 5 fra -“Tfushg;oes,;r 0 oAb whata

farmed. Ag agrmultural

mmmumhesare
enedmdfa:merincomem

‘apdd, . %
2 Ina&dmonto Hamell,:mx TSRS, _EToCers or on-farm
Mitchell County farmers’ dmecﬂytothe-mnsmner

received 2009 WNCAgOp- i= mehandwkand com-

i, A Westéx‘n'North Carohna.”
A sald William: Upchureh,
S *Exectmve Director of the =

eecuned, land is morehhly
- to remain farmland -
- Douglas Harreil, who

.. .NC Tobécco Trust Fungd growa Christnias trées

-_stay i hiiginess™".

‘{ Commission: “Fhesé. great . and raises cattlein Mm:h-

* rprojects-can’ meet the. dé- - ell Connty ‘will use his.
mand and desire for local® ‘WNC: ApOptions award to

s R pmducta‘byconsuma-s,and ‘expand his; agri-tourism
- ithis. program will cantinue - -venture, which he hopes.
i toheiﬁmese t‘a.milyfarms Menmmﬂxelmgeutyof
“his 220-year-old farm. “The: -
i Smce2003 N.C: Tobamo timeg in the economy have
A Tmst Fund Commiission”- -changed so. dramatically;
% ““has supported WNCAgOp- espemnlkv with the démise
=7 .. dioms; a-N.C. Cooperstive. of ouy p .
G -fj-: ‘Exfension program that: tobaées, that. it’s bacome
= phn&eammwesfofarm— ‘Eriticst for'our farm tb di-

‘cash crop,

D, oY expand: - vm'&fyandtryothervm_x
ihdropemtmns,pamc- tures,"BMellsazd.

ﬁarlytlmsg trans:t;omng Ha.mellplanatoamm
i+ “from tobdcdo production. a building-where ichool
S | % partnemhnp with RAFT- - groups end- 4-F members.

B USA’s Tobdicco Communi- - ean participate if. the pro-

.. haes ‘Réinvestment Fund; duction’ of mblasses and

WNC AgOpuonsmll pm-' apple hut‘bar They'n also_
i -';.farm ‘projécts through a xngandharvesungofmpe,.
i -"r'.compentwe- apphcatlon giving students first-hand.

pmcess fhmngh 2011. howledge of- agncu.ltmal
“Former 1 recxpxenta report practices.; “This project is
e incréased income. for- fundamentally important
L theiE farm: business and -for me and the favis, and
ﬁeatar stabzhty in on- alse for the loeal schoola

: Pot"systam,gmwmgamix

‘marketability ..

7y local markets to remam wable

in the commmm;y Hamll theu: p,rodu-cts .at local
: farmens ;markets megtan-

tions avwards:. - we:. 7 Titinent, that the recipi-
Brandbn Bnchﬁeldmll “ents.of ihes::-gxants haye

: tmnsmon from tobaccy to: - put into’ t‘heﬁ‘pfm&ct& amd
potatoes to keep. ahvehm plannxng-hal-been amaz-

family‘smultn_ :nerak

vamp:his family’s existing:- ‘comigitment thee Frow-
blueberry:pateh; first.start- . off have to.thedand and
ed by-Fiye’s grandfathw— what-a:vxgmn ﬂ:by_have for.
- Rick Harty-will expand - the’ futurs ofagricultirein
his mushroom;, Joney, . weatemﬂdxth‘&nmﬁn&,” :

'_-rabbxt and .vegetible 0P iz In:,add;,mm to:tﬁe }‘undg |
“erations:by purchasing: theiarmers Taceive busi-

additional livestack . and: hesssplanning training;
equipment, makini - values Marketiie-agmatanice, and
added products such as.-. Ancteased: medmexposm:e'
candles; and; uygra&mg ofﬂieltfamnu.’fhe-pmgmm
preparation areas. .. .. mtroduegs ,m’any Iatmers,'
'Dmeughee whoman- otheiivide rapre-of edica.
2ges.a; “U chk” be’rry, honai _Pm '
will i mprove lna pmdnc-; ._;_‘____:. rhg i At ph
tion techiiigues ‘and the . Mamb orp ofitlic - WNC |

‘customer:: parking‘area to:- ﬁgﬂptxonﬁ*etea:ing :¢Om-
substantially increase his - mi mittesinclide tepragenta:
. yields and customer bage. - tivesfrom N Cgopqmﬁve :

Nick Segan ot :High Exténgisng NC" : te
Mountain: Nursery, will: menj‘.L_Qf Ag,tt‘mulbuw &
transition: hwmutseryto Oonaumen'
a state-of-the-art *Pot-in:i" lﬁetingBmm e

of screening matenal nnii afq}merWNC AgDptzons
Japanese Maples: .-z .- xecipientandithe manager
Sam Silvermllbuy a:po-: of meWnynesvﬂle Farmers-
tato washing and grading . CO—QI* s BRIl e
linie- to-improve-hid:pota-. i Theprsi ,,{t.t,aﬂ& rm-
toes’ sppearance.and:sort. ;ets., prq_eetem'_ﬂ Fodiinkies
for size, mcreasmg the:r amlthei_ heroken Resorva: .
- on: Frimere. mformaﬁon,_
Most of the WNC AgOp— msrhm wnaqgozitxons
tions remplents market -OTg. , _

M «/CL,e” /\/@WS ”JOW/)Q

JW mo/ o



