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It started quietly enough,
bur I's  big news for
Haywood County farmers.
Thanks w Ingle's Markets,
shoppers can once again
buy Haywoeod County pro-
duce in Haywood County
grocery stores.

Jugle's stores 1y
Waynesville,  Hazelwood,
anl Canton began selling
strawbetries  from  Kaleb
Rathboue's Fines Creek farm
in May. Now Ingle's Is stock-
ing romaine lettuce, grown
by Bethel farmer Skipper
Ruasell, at  stores  in
Haywood and Buncombe
counties, Plans are in the
worls oy additional sales of
ather Haywood County farm
praducts later in the vear,
sald George lvey, coordina-
tor of the Buy Haywood
Market Revelopment
Project, which works to pro-
mote Haywoad County farm
products,

"We'te very excited to see
Ingle's show such stong
suppart for locally grown
produce,” hae said,

Thanks to the growing
"buy local” movement, gro-
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cers are placing more and
more cmphasis on fresh,
local produce. “Ingle’s bas
shown regd leadership in fea-
turing Jocal farm products,”
said Charlle Jackson of the
Appalachian  Sustalnuble
Agriculiure Project,  "They
have really made a commit-
ment W support a greater
number aof farmers through-
out our region.”

"The local produce is
delivered straight to our
stores, often the same day
ity picked,” sald Joft
Henderson, manager of the
Ingle’s store on Russ Avenue
in  Waynesville, "We're
delighted to be able to fea-
twre such high quality pro-
duce and 1o support our
local farming community,
too.”

These sales to Ingle's are in
part due to (he farmers' pas-
ticipation In WNC
Agricilltoral - Options, &
North Carolina Cooperative
xtension program that pro-
vides awards (0 farmers who
demonstrate  alternative
fermy jncomoe to wansitlon-
ing tobacco growers, The
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Trust  Fund  Commission
funcly the program, in part-

nership  with  RAFI-USA’s
Tohacco Communities
Retnvestioent Buad,

Both  Rathbone  and

Russell have rocefved WNC
AgQptions awards, Inelud-
Ihg fanding for an irrigaton
system lor Rathbone’s straw-
berey furm and a refrigerated
fruck 10 haul and defiver
Rugsell’s lettuce, The refrig-
eration ensures that the let-
tuge doesn't wilt while trav-
eling ta the stores. “The
grant has made what 'm
doing possible," Russell sald,
“It opened up new market-
ing possibilltles for all of us
by enbancing food safuty
and shelf life.”

Buy lMaywood supports
farmery in Haywood County
In Western North Carolina
by promoting high-quality
farm products to commui-
ty-intncded consumers. The
praject {5 managed by the
Haywood County Beonomic
Development Commission,
and it recelves support from
the CGolden LEAN
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offers Haywood County produce
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LOCAL FOOD — Jerry Graham of Ingle's in Waynesville shows lettuce grown at Seasonal
Produce Farm in Waynesville. Ingle's sells lacally-grown produce.

Foundation. (www.buyhay-
wood,com)

The Appalachian
sustalnable Agricujture
Project works to keep farm-
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ers farming andd to recon-
nect people with their food,
(Www.asapconneciions. org)

WNC Agriculturat Options
builds sustainable forming

communitivs in our mpin
tain region by provids
resources divecty o fariefs
who are diversifying
expianding theacoperatinng,




