pand local markets
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“These great

“It is exciting to see the
ts can meet the demand

ideas that have been awarded
| projec

~ to farmers in Western North
'.'”Carolina,” said William Up-
. church, Executive Director of -

by consumers, and this pro-
| gram will continue to help

~ the NC Tobacco Trust Fund
| these family farms stay in

‘wide variety of innovative

m
 business.”

- Commission.

| and desire for local products
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The $3,000, $6,000 and

-rapidly changing economy.

- $9,000 awards will help farm
~operations stay viable

ers get grants

Four Yancey farmers are  $225,000 from Western North
among the nearly 50 in the Carolina Agricultural Options

mountain region that recent- to demonstrate ways to en-
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ly received funding totaling hance farm businesses.

Most of the WNC Ag-
On'xn";q TEC1 plents market

their products atiocal farmers

markets. restaurants, grocers e
or on-farm directly to the

_consumer
- The four Yancey County

Ag‘ptxons awards:

flower and vegetable plugs for
their operation as well as for

base of growers.
=Jeremy McCurry, who
‘also grew tobacco until 2006,
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“ will purchase a drip irrication
_system for his Day Neutral_]

~ strawberries, chreasmo yleld
'-’and quality. '

4 sprmc Farm will further open
~ upher farm as an agri-tourism

_sheep, and angora rabbrts and

sells honey, egos and wooL

| prodncts

. *Ryan Wiebe lel buﬂd
od _reenhouse 0 1mprove his

- certrﬁed organic operation,

 purchasing transplants.

~ “During these trmes of'f-'?crops

_economic uncertainty, lo-

. cal farmers provide h0pe for
. the community that we can
. grow a new local susfain-

aole economy,” said Stanley

Hollowax Extension Agent,

port these farmers in orowm
- their agricultural busmess for
- economic sustamabxhty 4
In addition to the funds

 the farmers receive busmess -
p}amlno trammg marketmg :
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recxprents received 2009 WNC - Ryan Wteb = o
assrstance and mcreased me—
dia exposure of their farms.
until 2906 will build a oerrm-?ﬁff
~ nation chamber ms;de one of
their greenhouses to produce

= Michael and Tammréf:_'_
Edwards who grew ‘tobacco

their fast-growing customer

EireSp ..'-ak_f, of 'Wellsprmg Farm wm further openff
up her fann as an agn-iounsm destination. QOther

e —

Yancey farmers receiving AgOptions granis were
Michael and Tammle Edwards, Jeremy McCurry, andj;:;j

The program introduces many -

farmers to the wide range of e
educational opportumtzes in
the agricultural commumty for"_[

the ﬁrst fime.

Douglas Harrell who gmws
Christmas trees and raises cat-
tle in Mitchell County, will use

to expand his agri-tourism
-venture, which he hopes will
?-_}fensure the Iongevrt} of hxs :
s '720-year-old farm. -

Elke prrakrs of Well-;

“The times in the economy

have changed so dramatically |
especxalIy with the demise of
destmatmn She breeds and'}i our pnmary cash Crop. tobac- :
 markets Hamas heritage breed - co, that it’s become critical for-,"
- our farm to diversify and try

'j:}-'[ other ventures,” Harrell said.

"qf

‘Harrell plans to constructa
- bmldma where school groups -
~and 4-H members can par-

is fundamentally important for
- me and the farm, and also for
~ the local schools in the com-
“ff-_*muntty,” Harrell said.
.~ Yancey County and memberof
. the WNC AgOptions steering

_commlttee “That response rs
- encouraging as it shows that
farmers are contmmmJr tofind

~creative ways for bemg suc-
_cessful. The best. strategy for -
;presemng farms and farmland
isfor farmers to economlcallyg- 3
successful 2 e

t‘j an mcreased income for thejrf;f
his WNC AgOptions award farm business and greater

stability in on-farm employ-j;,f

ment because of therr WNC

“AgOptions projects. Theyg.]_
- also demonstrate successt ul,_;_:' '
operauons to other farmers in

the region who are searching
_for a venture to sustain their
family at the level that tobacco,‘, -_

"fanmng once did. S

Some awardees are revw-i‘

% mg farms that have remamed..{}ﬂ
- fallow or neglected since pre- -
-vious generations farmed. As
. -agricultural communities are
_ ~ ticipate in the productlon of
2% expectmo a substantxal sav-  molasses and apple butter.

~ ings as a result of no Ionoerr_}j{]f They’ﬁ also be involved with 11ker to remain farmland
_the plantmo and harvesting of
giving students first-

“hand knowledoe of agricul-

strengthened and farmer in-
come is secured, land is moreﬁ u

Since 2003, N.C. Tobacco

: Trust Fund Commission has
“supported WNC AgOptions,
tural practices. “Thls project aN.C. Cooperanve Ex’censxon; =
_ program thath‘OVIdeS resourc-
- es to farmers diversifying or
expa,ndmg their operations,
- particularly those transr’aonmg,~
“Thisyear, a large percmt~
age of the apphcatrons submit=
_‘__commntee “The WNC Ag ._;i;.’ - ted were very well done and
' up- described projects involving
. farm fransition and diversifica-
 tion with an emphasis on local
~ markets,” said Ross Youno
f{szadl son- County Extensron > tion process through 2011.
Director and leader of the

WNC AGOptrons steerm.q WWW Wncagopnons org. -

from tobacco production.
- partnersh1p with RAFI- =

2 USA’S Tobacco Communities
Reinvestment Fund, WNCAg-
'_{fi‘_‘Optrons will prowde fundmo
for exemplary farm pro_}eotsf;‘-
_ througha competitive apphca-

- Formore mformatron, vrsrt




